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The Original Field
A Threshold to the Beatitudes

THE LISTENER’S COMPANION

 

This book works from the words underneath the words — Hebrew and Greek that English translation has
smoothed over. You can hear them; you cannot see them. That is what this companion is for.

It holds three things: a map of the four Parts and thirty chapters, so a chapter you want again can be found
in fifteen hours of reading; a lexicon of every root word the book teaches, spelled, said, and glossed as the
book itself glosses it; and an index of all one hundred and fifty passages of Scripture the book cites, chapter
by chapter, so a Bible can lie open beside it.

Nothing here is required. The book explains its own terms as it goes, in the prose, on purpose. This is only
for the listener who wants to see them written down.
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THE BOOK IN FOUR PARTS

The Map
Track numbers are the audio files, in order. Each Part opens and closes with a Threshold; the Thresholds are the book’s own

hinges and can be listened to alone.

01 Opening credits
02 Dedication
03 Prologue
04 The Threshold in Three Books
05 Introduction
06 The Original Field — What Follows

Part One  ·  The Purpose of Creation   TRACK 07

“We love him, because he first loved us.” — 1 John 4:19

08 Opening Threshold  — Love as the primal architecture of being
09 The Overflow  — Why Source created at all
10 Made in the Image  — The specific form of the beloved
11 The Breath  — The anatomy of a divine kiss
12 The Shape of Communion  — The twofold openness
13 Not Servant, Not Subject, but Child  — The partaker
14 The Daily Communion  — The walking-together
15 Closing Threshold  — The cool of the day has not ended

Part Two  ·  The Necessity of the Veil   TRACK 16

“Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself.” — Isaiah 45:15

17 Opening Threshold  — The question that sleeps in the marrow of every honest faith
18 The Chase  — Why the veil invites pursuit
19 Why Love Must Sometimes Be Proven, Not Merely Chosen  — The threshold of suffering
20 The Ten Words  — The grammar of freedom after Egypt
21 The Torah Becomes a People  — When covenant enters the whole of life
22 The Trellis and Its Shadow  — When sacred form becomes a substitute for the Source
23 Closing Threshold  — Why did He allow it
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Part Three  ·  The Sovereign Gift   TRACK 24

“I have set before you life and death… therefore choose life.” — Deuteronomy 30:19

25 Opening Threshold  — There is a power the Father possesses that He does not use
26 Why Free Will Is Not Optional  — The puppet and the partner
27 Sovereignty Reimagined  — The grandmaster
28 The Master’s Pattern of Non-Coercion  — The invitations
29 Why Most Use of Free Will Is Not Yet Free  — The freedom that sets us free
30 The Father’s Confidence  — The love you cannot outrun
31 Hell, Refusal, and the Fire of Unreceived Love  — The terrible freedom of the No
32 Closing Threshold  — You arrived at this Part carrying the chase

Part Four  ·  The Architecture of Love   TRACK 33

“…the greatest of these is charity.” — 1 Corinthians 13:13

34 Opening Threshold  — What love is, what love requires, what love makes possible
35 When the Soul Tries to Breathe Outside Its Element  — The metabolic diagnosis
36 The Second Mountain  — When the commandment becomes character
37 The One Law  — When the trellis gives way to the living vine
38 The Anatomy of Love  — What Paul was actually doing in 1 Corinthians 13
39 The Cross as Demonstration  — What was actually being revealed
40 Closing Threshold  — You arrived at this Part standing at a hinge

41 Final Closing Transmission
42 The End of Book One
43 A Bridge to Book Two
44 About the Author
45 Closing credits
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THE WORDS UNDERNEATH

The Lexicon
Twenty-six root words the book teaches, in the order it teaches them. The glosses are the book’s own, condensed; the track

number is where each is opened.

Hebrew and Aramaic

tselem°
tseh-lem
TRACK 10, 15

Image — the word in let us make man in our image. The book reads it as standing-for rather than
looking-like: not a resemblance but an ambassador, a creature carrying the likeness of the One who
sent him.

naphach°
naw-fahkh
TRACK 11

To blow; to breathe out from oneself. The verb of Genesis 2:7 — not a decree spoken over the dust,
but a mouth brought close to it.

neshamah°
neh-shah-mah
TRACK 11

Breath. The same word Scripture uses of the divine spirit: what animates a human being is not generic
biology but a specific exhale.

ruach°
roo-ahkh
TRACK 11

Breath, wind and Spirit — one Hebrew word for all three.

avad°
ah-vahd
TRACK 13

To work, to tend. With shamar, one of the two verbs given to the human in the garden: words of
stewardship, not servitude.

shamar°
shah-mahr
TRACK 13

To keep, to guard, to watch over.

chata’°
khah-tah
TRACK 29

To miss the mark. The Hebrew beneath the word sin — a misdirection of the human being rather
than an entry in a ledger.

Abba°
ahb-bah
TRACK 10, 29

Aramaic for Father, and the word a child uses. In the book it is the sound of adoption, not of religion.

Yeshua°
yeh-shoo-ah
TRACK 4

The attested Hebrew and Aramaic form of the name the Gospels give in Greek as Iēsous. Track 4
explains the book’s preference for it, and for addressing Him as the Master.

Torah°
toh-rah
TRACK 20, 21

The first five books of the Hebrew Bible — and, more widely, the teaching they carry.
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tzimtzum
tsim-tsoom
TRACK 8

The self-withdrawal of the Infinite to make room for an Other. Named by sixteenth-century Jewish
mystics at Safed; the book notes that the word is late and the intuition beneath it is not.

Greek

pneuma°
p-nyoo-mah
TRACK 11

Breath, wind, Spirit — the Greek carrying what ruach carries in Hebrew.

metanoia°
meh-tah-noy-ah
TRACK 5, 30

Usually translated repentance. A change of mind: a transformation of perception, a turning of the
inner sight — a direction rather than a moment.

nous°
noose
TRACK 29, 30

The mind understood as the organ of sight — what perceives rather than what reasons. It is the nous
that metanoia turns.

hamartia°
hah-mar-tee-ah
TRACK 4, 29

Missing the mark; the Greek counterpart of chata’. The book’s picture is the throw that goes wide,
not the archer’s guilt.

makarios°
mah-kah-ree-os
TRACK 5

The word behind blessed: a well-being no circumstance can overturn.

praus°
prah-oos
TRACK 5

The word behind meek: strength that answers the lightest touch — the trained war-horse, not the
timid animal.

ptōchos
p-toh-koss
TRACK 4

Destitute. The condition the first Beatitude blesses — empty, open hands.

agapē
ah-gah-pay
TRACK 37

The love that cannot be engineered. It appears where the ego’s defence has been broken open: the
form may be engineered; the fragrance cannot.

zōē
zoh-ay
TRACK 5

Being alive; life as such.

bios
bee-oss
TRACK 5

A life in the sense of livelihood, or the course of one’s days — what the widow casts in when she gives
“all her bios”.
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aiōn · aiōnios
eye-ohn · eye-oh-nee-os
TRACK 31

The age; of the age. The book notes only what the Greek permits and does not settle: the weight of
the age to come rather than a measured quantity of clock-time.

charis
khah-riss
TRACK 19

Grace — the root beneath Paul’s “it is given”.

Prōtotokos
proh-toh-tok-oss
TRACK 10

Firstborn: a term of rank and inheritance, not of chronology.

anōthen
ah-noh-then
TRACK 17

From above. To be born anōthen is to begin seeing a Kingdom that was never absent, only unready to
be seen.

Iēsous
ee-ay-sooss
TRACK 4

The Septuagint’s ordinary Greek for Joshua, made by Jewish translators in Alexandria. Track 4
explains why the Greek form is not a Gentile corruption.

° Pronunciations marked with a degree sign are the ones fixed in the House Lexicon — the dictionary the recording itself was given, so they are
exactly what you hear. The rest are the standard readings.
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EVERY PASSAGE THE BOOK CITES

The Scripture Index
One hundred and fifty passages, listed by the track in which they are read. The book quotes the King James Version throughout.

04 The Threshold in Three Books Matthew 1:21 · Acts 7:45 · Hebrews 4:8

05 Introduction Exodus 20:6 · Ezekiel 18:20 · Mark 10:17 · Jeremiah 29:13 · John 18:38

09 The Overflow Exodus 3:14 · Psalm 139:13–18

10 Made in the Image Matthew 6:22 · Matthew 6:23 · Matthew 6:24 · John 9:39 · Ephesians 1:18 · John 14:9 ·
Matthew 11:28 · Matthew 11:29–30 · Ephesians 4:24 · Colossians 1:15 · Psalm 89:27 ·
Colossians 1:16–17 · John 14:10 · Romans 8:29 · Genesis 1:27

11 The Breath Genesis 2:7 · John 14:18 · Romans 8:15 · Romans 8:26 · Galatians 5:22–23

12 The Shape of Communion Genesis 2:23 · Acts 17:28

14 The Daily Communion Genesis 3:8 · Romans 8:15

17 Opening Threshold Mark 1:15 · John 3:3 · Hebrews 5:8 · Hebrews 11:1 · John 14:9 · Isaiah 45:15

18 The Chase Jeremiah 29:13 · Psalm 63:1 · Deuteronomy 4:29 · John 6:44 · Proverbs 25:2 · Genesis 15:1
· Matthew 13:45–46 · Mark 10:17 · Mark 10:21 · Mark 10:22 · John 20:16

19 Why Love Must Sometimes Be
Proven, Not Merely Chosen

Job 2:10 · Job 1:8 · Job 42:5 · Job 42:7 · James 1:2–3 · Psalm 56:8 · Romans 8:18 · 1
Corinthians 13:12 · John 14:9

20 The Ten Words Exodus 3:7–8 · Exodus 20:1–2 · Deuteronomy 4:13 · Exodus 20:5–6 · Exodus 20:7 ·
Exodus 20:13 · Exodus 20:8–10 · Exodus 24:7 · Galatians 3:7 · Galatians 3:29 · Galatians
3:28

21 The Torah Becomes a People Leviticus 20:8 · Deuteronomy 15:1–2 · Leviticus 20:7 · Deuteronomy 10:19 · Micah 6:8 ·
Ezekiel 36:26–27 · Mark 2:27

22 The Trellis and Its Shadow Matthew 15:8 · Isaiah 29:13 · Exodus 19:6 · Mark 2:27 · Acts 5:4 · Acts 5:1–2 · Acts 5:3 ·
Acts 5:11 · John 8:4–5 · Matthew 7:1 · John 8:7 · John 20:16

24 Part Three — The Sovereign
Gift

Deuteronomy 30:19

26 Why Free Will Is Not Optional Proverbs 16:9 · Deuteronomy 30:19 · 2 Corinthians 3:17

27 Sovereignty Reimagined Isaiah 46:10 · Isaiah 46:9–10 · Romans 8:38–39 · 1 Corinthians 10:13

28 The Master’s Pattern of
Non-Coercion

John 5:6 · Luke 9:54 · Matthew 13:58 · Matthew 23:37 · Mark 10:21 · John 6:66 · John
6:67 · Matthew 26:53

29 Why Most Use of Free Will Is
Not Yet Free

John 8:32 · John 18:38 · Romans 8:2 · Romans 8:15 · 2 Corinthians 3:6 · Philippians 1:6

30 The Father’s Confidence Luke 15:17 · Luke 15:24 · 2 Peter 3:9
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31 Hell, Refusal, and the Fire of
Unreceived Love

Luke 12:2 · 1 Corinthians 13:12 · Revelation 20:11 · Revelation 16:20 · Exodus 3:2 ·
Hebrews 12:29 · Isaiah 6:7 · Acts 2:3 · 1 John 4:17–18 · Matthew 25:8 · Matthew 25:13 ·
Matthew 25:25 · Matthew 25:35 · Matthew 25:45 · Romans 11:36 · 1 Corinthians 15:28

32 Closing Threshold 1 Corinthians 13:13

33 Part Four — The Architecture
of Love

1 Corinthians 13:13

35 When the Soul Tries to Breathe
Outside Its Element

Acts 17:28 · Psalm 46:10 · John 8:5 · John 8:7 · Matthew 11:28

36 The Second Mountain Matthew 5:3 · Matthew 5:6 · Matthew 5:9 · John 5:19 · Jeremiah 31:33 · John 15:5

37 The One Law John 14:9 · Mark 2:24 · Mark 2:27 · Matthew 11:28 · Matthew 12:13 · John 8:5 · John 8:7 ·
Colossians 1:15 · John 15:5 · John 13:34 · John 13:35 · Galatians 5:22–23 · John 1:17

38 The Anatomy of Love 1 Corinthians 13:8

39 The Cross as Demonstration John 3:16 · 1 John 4:9–10 · 1 John 3:16 · Hebrews 2:14 · Matthew 16:24 · Hebrews
2:14–15 · Acts 2:24 · Luke 24:39 · Romans 4:25 · 1 Corinthians 15:17 · Luke 15:20 ·
Matthew 21:38–39 · Matthew 21:41 · John 10:10 · John 5:24 · John 4:14

40 Closing Threshold John 13:35

41 Final Closing Transmission John 14:9

The House is open at SecondHumanity.com


